
The Schoenherr’s Family

Amy and her four-year-old son, Benjamin, currently live in an apartment 
in Ann Arbor. Amy earned her B.A. in Psychology and Women’s Studies at 

the University of Michigan.

“I enjoyed living in Washtenaw County and loved all this area has to offer, 
so I decided to stay after graduation. Unfortunately, I’ve had to move 

around a lot and that pattern continued even after having my son. We’ve 
never lived any place more than a year or two. Benjamin loves to play 
outside. He recently learned to ride his bicycle and enjoys ‘racing’ it. 

In 2015, I accepted a job with SafeHouse Center as a legal advocate/
counselor. I loved my job there and it was there that I discovered how 
much I enjoyed being in court and focusing on the legal side of things. 

Eventually, I moved from SafeHouse Center to the Washtenaw County 
Trial Court and worked as a clerk. Moving forward, I plan to continue my 

work as a civil servant in the court system.

I can’t remember how I first became aware of Habitat for Humanity of 
Huron Valley (H4H). It was likely through my work at SafeHouse Center, 

trying to find resources for clients. I had already started considering 
putting down real roots in the community for myself and my son, but 

wasn’t sure how to go about doing it because the cost of living is so high. 
I never thought I would be able to afford a mortgage. But I asked around 

and discovered a few people I knew had actually worked through the 
program and absolutely raved about it.

I’ve been working with H4H on improving my credit, so I can be accepted 
into the program, for about two and a half years now. About a year ago, 

Benjamin started asking me if he could have a house. I’m not sure where 
this came from but it’s one of those things that he seems to feel is 

important, and I want more than anything to be able to give him that. This 
program has and will continue to make a huge difference in our lives. Not 

only is H4H teaching me both financial and practical skills to make me 
self-sufficient as a homeowner, but they are helping to ensure that the 

home I move into is already safe, energy-efficient, and affordable.
Being a single parent is the most challenging and rewarding thing I’ve 

ever done, and this opportunity from H4H is helping me to create a stable 
home environment for my son. I want, more than anything, a space that 

my son and I can call our own. One that we can grow into and, if 
necessary, make changes to, so that our home is exactly what we want 

and need it to be.

I want others to know that H4H is an amazing program that embodies an 
old parable I think many have heard: “Give a man a fish and you’ll feed him 

for a day. Teach a man to fish and he can feed himself for a lifetime.” This 
program isn’t giving me a house. It’s helping me overcome barriers in my 

situation that have prevented me from being able to do things the 
‘traditional’ way. It’s teaching me new skills. It’s helping to create a 

community. And it’s helping me to change my life and my circumstances.”

 

Donate:
We are grateful for your donations! 

Your gifts keep us building.
Learn about the ways to give at

www.h4h.org/donate-now

734.677.1558
2805 S. Industrial Hwy., Ste. 100

Ann Arbor, MI 48104

 www.h4h.org @h4hhuronvalley  #IAmHabitat
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