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17
n e w  h o m e o w n e r s

bought homes through
Habitat for Humanity of
Huron Valley in FY 17-18

962
families served & assisted
through our various Home 
Improvement Programs in 

FY 17-18

284
individuals assisted by our 

Education Program in 
FY 17-18, through free group 
c l a s s e s  a n d  o n e - o n - o n e 

financial counseling

Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley continues to build stronger communities and affordable 
homes in Washtenaw County. We help keep current homeowners in their homes by providing energy-efficient 
improvements and solutions for costly repairs, we build affordable homes for qualified home buyers we assist our 
neighborhoods with financial planning and budgeting skills, and we help communities thrive by working with residents 
to improve their neighborhoods.

Our Community
Affordable Homeownership &

happenings

1,881
residents and community 
partners engaged with us 
through our Community 
Development Program in 

FY 17-18



MAKING THE DIFFERENCE

The Hinman Family moved into their new 
Habitat home in September of 2017

2

Stable housing is not an individual problem. A stable home is a 
community-level benefit that can have a ripple effect on all of us.  
A financially stable homeowner reinvests his or her mortgage and taxes into the local community for years to come. 
Homeownership has been linked to a general willingness to work together with one’s neighbors to achieve a common goal, 
has been associated with a reduction of violent crimes in neighborhoods and has been found to spark greater civic 
participation, according to A Place to Call Home: The Social Dimensions of Homeownership. Better neighborhoods are 
associated with better outcomes for homeowner children. A supportive and stable home environment can lead to better 
student achievement.

In Washtenaw County, the Fair Market 
Rent for a two-bedroom apartment is 
$788. That means in order to afford this 
level of rent and utilities without paying 
more than 30% income on housing, a 
household must earn $18.54 per hour. 
The average renter wage in Michigan is 

$12.39 per hour.

While renters’ median 
housing costs rose by 11% 
between 2001 and 2016, 
their incomes fell by 2%. The 
increases primarily affected 
those least able to afford it.

One in four renters 
are paying more than 50% 
of their take-home income 

on rent. Affordable housing 
is defined as costing 30% or 

less of income.

The need in Washtenaw 
County is high and growing. 

With nearly 500 intake 
queries a year, we only have
funding to build 18-20 homes.

The number of renters 
paying half of their income 

on rent is projected to 
increase by another 2 

million households over 
the next decade. 

EVERYONE is entitled to a safe, affordable home. 
Finding affordable, safe housing is becoming more of a challenge every day. 
Washtenaw County residents have found that while housing prices increase, their
income does not. With your support, our programs break this cycle and create 
a foundation to build strength, stability, and self-reliance.



MAKING THE DIFFERENCE
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every vote 
counts

Funding is at risk for the federal programs that 
support affordable homeownership and the 
families and individuals we serve. 

Over the next several months who you elect can 
make a major impact. Every vote counts.

It is vital that members of Congress hear from 
as many Habitat advocates as possible about
the importance of these programs.

Know what your representatives 
and senators support and have 
planned

VOTE: Every vote and every voice 
matters and makes a difference

To find out who your local senators 
and representatives are and where 
to mail to them visit
govetrack.us/congress/members

When you write to these men 
and women about your concerns 
make sure you include your 
return address to prove you are 
constituents

For message inspiration and to 
stay updated follow @BuildLouder 
on Twitter

Programs that support Habitat:
• Self-Help Homeownership Opportunity Program (SHOP)   • HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME)    • Section 4 Capacity Building Program

• Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)    • Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS)   • USDA rural housing programs

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



STRENGTH, 

STABILITY,
SELF-RELIANCE

We would like to thank the great 
team at Habitat for making our 
dream of homeownership a reality 
and the noble principle that 
Habitat for Humanity espouses, 
in giving back to the community. 

Habitat has been hope to our 
family and a means of stability. 
Home to us is a place of sanctuary 
as it is our foundation to prosperity 
and a belonging to the community.

Latisha and Omar Sowe 
Habitat homeowners

“

”
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF HURON VALLEY

INCREASING IMPACT

VETERANS PROGRAMS
Habitat has served veterans since its founding, but with 
your continued support, we have been able to expand 
our services to reach more of the men and women who 
have served our country. We work to empower military 
and veteran families to achieve the strength, stability 
and self-reliance they need to build better lives for 
themselves.

Habitat provides homeownership, critical home repairs, 
financial education, employment, and volunteer 
engagement opportunities to those who have served in 
the military, military service members and their families.

For more information about our Veterans Programs 
visit h4h.org/veterans-programs or call 734-645-0604.

Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley is constantly adapting to the needs of our community. 
We add and expand programs as the needs change to better serve the men, women and 
children  of Washtenaw County.

AGING IN PLACE
Habitat is engaged in an initiative to identify home 
repair needs of older adults and find solutions that 
will support their efforts to maintain their homes and 
age in place. 

To date, Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley has 
completed 184 home improvement projects for 
seniors. These projects include critical home repair, 
furnace replacement, weatherization, roof replacement, 
and exterior home improvements. 

These projects, along with our organizational 
partnerships, support seniors in independent living, 
maintaining homeownership, and aging in place.

For more information about our Aging In Place initiative 
call 734-263-2317.

STABILITY,
”
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John & Virginia Smith were 
one of three generations 
of veterans in the same 
family who were all served 
through our Veterans 
Programs



Our Home Improvement Programs serve 
two important purposes in our community: 

helping families sustain their homes by reducing energy and maintenance costs, and decreasing 
the energy consumption of our community as a whole. These programs served and assisted 962 
homeowners last year. 

Steve Son was one of those 962. In March we provided him with new insulation in his attic, walls, and crawlspace. This 
insulation will dramatically lower his heating and cooling bills. Steve’s monthly repayment for the insulation is significantly less 
than he would have paid if he got the insulation elsewhere. The money he pays back to Habitat is reinvested into our programs 
to serve more homeowners. Throughout the years we have worked with Steve to provide several affordable home improve-
ments. We replaced his refrigerator with a more efficient EnergyStar model, we performed a free furnace test and tune, we 
installed energy-saving window treatments, and we replaced his furnace. Now his new insulation will ensure that the furnace 
works as efficiently as possible. These home improvements will help keep Steve in his home for years to come. To learn more 
about our Home Improvement Programs visit h4h.org/home-improvement-program.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM

Steve Son has received multiple Home Improvement services 

to reduce the energy and maintenance costs of his home
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SHOP. DONATE. VOLUNTEER.
www.AnnArborRestore.org

A RECORD YEAR!

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

FOR LESS

Back-to-school dorm finds

Do-it-yourself ideas & projects

Open Tuesday-Saturday
10 am - 6 pm

Follow us on Facebook!
@h4h.restore

The Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley ReStore had a 
record-breaking year. The ReStore earned

$265,000!
This amount is more than double the goal, and all thanks 
to you! When you shop at the ReStore your money 
goes back into the Habitat Home Ownership Program. 
Your donations help keep a strong inventory and your 
volunteer hours make the store run efficiently!

The ReStore is moving! Check back in with us to find out 
when and where we will be relocating to.

NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY 
PROGRAM

Stop in the Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley 
ReStore to sign up for our new Customer Loyalty 
Program. The more you shop, the more you save! 

Stamp your card for every $50 purchase you 
make. After 10 stamps, you get $25 off.  
One stamp per customer, per day.

Visit the ReStore for more details and to get 
started on your savings.
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net of expenses to invest in new homeownership.

DONATION 
INFORMATION

To schedule a FREE donation pickup, please call 734-323-7028, email kyle@h4h.org 
or visit www.AnnArborRestore.org to schedule online.



Sugarbrook 
Ice Cream Social
Relationship-building activities, like the Sugarbrook 
Ice Cream Social on June 23rd strengthen the Sense 
of Community among residents. Lowe’s sponsored 
this event, where more than 100 neighbors gathered 
to enjoy a fun-filled day with a video game truck, fire 
truck, art activity, train, and all the ice cream one 
could eat! 

Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley’s Community 
Development Program 
Neighborhood residents, community partners and Habitat use the Quality of Life 
Framework as a guide to improve the quality of life in our three focus neighborhoods 
in Ypsilanti Township: Gault Village, West Willow, and Sugarbrook. 

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
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Residents are at the center of the 
work, and Habitat organizes activities like 
the Sugarbrook Community Meeting on 
May 31st to give them a space to discuss 
their gifts, dreams, and concerns. 

We have also collected over 85 Resident 
Satisfaction Surveys from Sugarbrook 
residents to be used in future neighborhood 
planning efforts. 



Habitat Mini-Loan 
Program
Every once in a while we all have that unexpected expense. Our car breaks down, our roof leaks, or something happens 
with our health. The added expense can pile up as we neglect other bills to pay these new expenses. A spiral begins where 
we try to climb out of debt only to find more. Desperate, many often turn to a loan with high interest rates (sometimes 
300% or greater) like payday loans or credit card advances in order to avoid defaulting on their housing obligation. 

Habitat recognizes this struggle. Through our partnership with Habitat for Humanity of Michigan and NeighborWorks 
America, we secured funding to pilot a mini-loan program. This program helps Habitat homeowners and partners with 
small debts. The individual has to prove that he or she has the ability to repay the loan, and agree to continued financial 
counseling, provided by our certified financial counselor. The zero-interest loan is no more than $1,000 but makes a 
world of difference to the men and women who are able to keep their homes and stay out of serious financial trouble 
because of the program. This is just one of the many ways Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley works to keep 
homeownership sustainable in our community.

Diana Goff closed on 
her home on June 8th! 
Before she became a homeowner, Diana worked 
with our financial counselor through our Habitat 
Education Program to learn how to maintain a 
healthy financial future so she could stay in her 
house for many years to come. 

Diana participated in Habitat Education classes 
and contributed 250 hours of Sweat Equity 
building alongside volunteers and fellow Habitat 
partner families. 

In June she was thrilled to move into her new home 
thanks to her house sponsor the J. Ferrantino 
Charitable Foundation and all of the hardworking 
volunteers who built her home.

J.Ferrantino 
Charitable Foundation

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

HABITAT EDUCATION
PROGRAM
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Contractor Sponsors
Bank of Ann Arbor

Level One Bank
Weingartz

Journeyman Sponsors
Domino’s

Ken Cook’s Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Anne and Mike Rivard

Apprentice Sponsors
Current Magazine

Tony and Barbara Eichmuller
Garrett Popcorn

Great Lakes GrowthWorks
Tropical Smoothie Cafe

2018 SPONSORS With over 300 attendees and more than 
$130,000 raised, the 2018  Bid to Build 
Auction was a huge success! The event 
featured a delicious dinner by Picasso 
Restaurant Group, silent auction, live auction 
and the honoring of two incredible partners: 

2018 Partner of the Year: Toyota Motor North America Research & 
Development and 2018 Volunteer of the Year: Don Redding.

In November we held the first annual Habitat Breakfast at Weber’s Inn. More than 185 guests 
attended and raised more than $35,000 for affordable homeownership in Washtenaw County!

Save the Date
2018 Habitat Breakfast

November 7th!

Underwriter Sponsor:Matching Gift Sponsor:
John & Renee Stanton
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HABITAT EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS

2017 Habitat Breakfast

Sponsors

Save the Date
2019 Bid to Build

May 4th!



Community Builders

Let’s do more together.
Let’s change lives.

As a monthly donor your gift 
compounds. It doesn’t just 
pay for the nails in the wall, 
but for all of the walls that 
build a home.

Monthly Giving.
Life-changing impact.

To sign up visit: 
h4h.org/givinglevels

In November we held the first annual Habitat Breakfast at Weber’s Inn. More than 185 guests 
attended and raised more than $35,000 for affordable homeownership in Washtenaw County!

Save the Date
2018 Habitat Breakfast

November 7th!

Underwriter Sponsor:
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HABITAT EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS

Adriana and Ysela Ponce closed on their 
new Habitat home in June, the 13th house 
sponsored by Toyota. 

For the past few years, Toyota has sponsored two homes ev-
ery year with Habitat! Since 2008, the research and devel-
opment plant has donated more than $450,000 and given 
more than 17,000 employee volunteer hours to help build 
more than 13 homes!

”

We are so excited to be part of this  
journey and are very grateful to be  

partnering with Habitat for Humanity of 
Huron Valley! Homeownership will 

provide us both with stability.

                    

“
Adriana Ponce

Habitat homeowner

Ways to support Habitat for Humanity 
of Huron Valley Programs
Sponsor or Fundraise - Your group support of our programs comes with 
volunteer days and many other benefits. To learn about our different 
opportunities contact 734-882-2004.

Third Party Events - Support Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley by 
holding a fundraiser. Golf outings, races, jeans day for casual Friday or raise 
funds during a fitness challenge. Visit h4h.org/events to learn more.

Matching Gifts - Double your gift! Check with your company to see if you 
have a Matching Gifts Program.

If you have any questions about other ways to give to Habitat including, 
Donor Advised Funds, Stock and IRAs, Planned Giving, Pledges  or more 
contact 734-882-2009.

Save the Date
2019 Bid to Build

May 4th!



734-677-1558     www.h4h.org• @h4hhuronvalley  #IAmHabitat

Visit our freshly revamped website to give,
sign up to volunteer, or learn more.

GET INVOLVED
There are many ways to make a difference at Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley

As the need continues in our community, your support is more vital than ever. Habitat for Humanity of 
Huron Valley works to enrich Washtenaw County through a legacy of affordable homeownership. We are 
achieving this by expanding our programs to serve even more in our community. Your support is the reason 
we are able to grow these programs. An investment in Habitat is an investment in our community. 
Thank you for making it possible.

To make a gift, volunteer your time, or learn more about sponsoring our programs, visit our website at 
www.h4h.org or call 734-677-1558.

WE’RE MOVING
(but not too far)

Affiliate of Distinction 2015-2019

As of 9/17/2018 you can 
find the Habitat Offices at 
our new location

2805 S. Industrial Hwy. 
Ste. 100
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Check back in to learn when & where the ReStore will be moving to!


